
LITERATURE ON RBs: Cross-National 
 

Updated by the EU Platform on Reference Budgets in April 2019. 

 

Standard Budgets, 2008-2009 

Moser. M., Horak, G. (eds.). (2009). Money Matters - Reference Budgets for Social Inclusion (6), p. 1-
12. Varna: ECDN. European Consumer Debt Network [Countries represented in the report: Ireland, 
the Netherlands, Sweden and United Kingdom.] 

Warnaar, M. & Luten, A. Handbook of Reference Budgets. Utrecht: Nibud. [Countries involved: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Spain, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Sweden and United Kingdom.]  

 

ImProvE project, 2012-2016 

Goedemé, T., Penne, T., Hufkens,T., Karakitsios, A., Bernát, A., Simonovits, B., Carillo Alvarez 
E.,Kanavitsa, E., Cussó Parcerisas,I., Riera Romaní, J., Mäkinen, L., Matsaganis, M., Arlotti, M., Kopasz, 
M., Szivós, P., Ritakallio,V.-M., Kazepov,Y.,  Van den Bosch, K. & Storms, B. (2017). What Does it Mean 
to Live on the Poverty Threshold? Lessons From Reference Budgets. CSB Working Paper Series, No. 
17.07. Antwerp: Herman Deleeck Centre for Social Policy, University of Antwerp. 

Goedemé, T., Penne, T., Hufkens, T., Karakitsios, A., Bernát, A., Simonovits, B., Carillo Álvarez, E., 
Kanavitsa, E., Cussó Parcerisas, I., Riera Romaní, J., Mäkinen, L., Matsaganis, M., Arlotti, M., Kopasz, 
M., Szivós, P., Ritakallio, V.M., Kazepov, Y., Van den Bosch, K., Storms, B. What does it mean to live 
on the poverty threshold? Lessons from reference budgets. In: Cantillon, B.; Goedemé, T., Hills, J. 
(eds.). (2019). Decent Incomes for all? Improving Policies in Europe.  New York: Oxford University 
Press.  

Goedemé, T., Storms, B., Stockman, S., Penne, T., Van den Bosch, K. (2015). Towards cross-country 
comparable reference budgets in Europe: first results of a concerted effort, European Journal of 
Social Security, 17(1), 3-30. 

Penne, T., Cussó, I., Mäkinen, L., Storms, B., Goedemé, T. (2016). Can reference budgets be used as a 
poverty line. ImPRovE Working Paper, No. 16.05. Antwerp: Herman Deleeck Centre for Social Policy – 
University of Antwerp. Also publishes as ‘VLAS-Studies 30’. 

Penne, T., Hufkens, T., Goedemé, T., & Storms, B. (2018). To what extent do welfare states 
compensate for the cost of children? A hypothetical household approach to policy evaluations. CSB 
Working Paper Series, No. 18.11. Antwerp: University of Antwerp. Also published as: EUROMOD 
Working Paper; EM No. 13.18, and as: JRC Working Papers on Taxation and Structural Reforms, No 
08.18, Seville: European Commission, Joint Research Centre, JRC114168. 

Storms, B., Goedemé, T., Van den Bosch, K., Devuyst, K. (2013). Towards a common framework for 
developing cross-nationally comparable reference budgets in Europe. ImPRovE Methodological 
Paper, No. 13.02, 1-26. Antwerp.  

 

 

 



Pilot Project on the development of a common methodology on Reference Budgets in Europe, 
2014-2015 

Carrillo-Álvarez, E., Penne, T., Boeckx, H. Storms, B., Goedemé, T. (2019). Food Reference Budgets as 
a Potential Policy Tool to Address Food Insecurity: Lessons Learned from a Pilot Study in 26 European 
Countries. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health, 16(1). 

European Commission. (2016a). The health care basket (01/02/2016). Amsterdam, Athens, Brussels, 
Budapest, Helsinki, Madrid, Rome, Vienna. Brussels: European Commission. 

European Commission. (2016b). The personal care basket (01/02/2016). Amsterdam, Athens, 
Brussels, Budapest, Helsinki, Madrid, Rome, Vienna. Brussels: European Commission  

European Commission. (2016c). The housing basket (01/02/2016). Vienna, Brussels, Madrid, Helsinki, 
Budapest, Rome, Luxemburg. Brussels: European Commission 

European Commission (2016d). National food baskets. European Capital Cities 2014-2015. Brussels: 
European Commission. 

Goedemé, T., Storms, B., Penne, T. & Van den Bosch, K. (eds.). (2015a). Pilot project for the 
development of a common methodology on Reference Budgets in Europe. The development of a 
methodology for comparable reference budgets in Europe – Final Report of the pilot project. October 
2015. Brussels: European Commission.  

Goedemé, T., Storms, B., Van den Bosch, K. (2015b). Pilot project: developing a common 
methodology on Reference Budgets in Europe. Proposal for a method for comparable reference 
budgets in Europe. April 2015. Brussels: European Commission.  

Goedemé, T., Storms, B., Van den Bosch, K. (2015c). Pilot project: developing a common methodology 
on Reference Budgets in Europe. Executive summary. April 2015. Brussels: European Commission.  

Storms, B., Goedemé, T., Van den Bosch, K., Penne, T., Schuerman, N., Stockman, S. (2014). Pilot 
project for the development of a common methodology on reference budgets in Europe. Review of 
current state of play on reference budget practices at national, regional, and local level. Brussels: 
European Commission. Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs & Inclusion.  

Van den Bosch, K., Goedemé, T., Schuerman, N., Storms, B. (2016). Reference Housing Costs for 
Adequate Dwellings in Ten European Capitals. Critical Housing Analysis, 3(1), 1-9.  

 

Others 

Penne, T. and Cussó Parcerisas, I. (2018). Report and recommendations from the peer review on the 
use of reference budgets for policy purposes. EMIN Peer Review, Antwerp, 18-19 September 2018.  

Storms, B., Kurcharczyk, M., Leydet,L., McKinney, C., Perek-Bialas, J., (2014). What should an 
adequate old‐age income entail to live in dignity? Learnings from France, Ireland and Poland. 
Learnings from France, Ireland and Poland. Thematic report on adequacy of income in old age drafted 
on behalf of AGE Platform Europe/EMIN. 


