
1 

 

COUNTRY FACT SHEET ON RBs: GERMANY 

 

GERMANY 

 1975 1989 2013 

Name Data for calculation of 
time and money 
budgets of private 
households 

Standard rate of basic 
social security - NEW 

Reference data for household budgets 

Year of first 
construction 

1975 1989 2013 

State of use Not in use  In use  In use 

Key moments   2003: Social minimum 
for elderly people and 
those who are not in 
the labor force 
because of health 
reasons 
2005: Social minimum 
for persons (and their 
families) who do not 
have any job or a job 
paid below basic social 
security 
 

2008: First contact to the EU-project 
“Standard budgets” 
2009: Workshop in Münster to determine 
the demand of reference data  
2010: First approach in data calculation 
2011: Workshop  to present first results  
2014: Workshop to present the first 
publication and explain the use of the data 
in counselling 

Geographical focus Entire country Entire country Entire country 

Data used Expert knowledge Household budget 
data 

Household budget data 

Household types    

Institutions 
involved 

   

Key publications    

Updates    

Last update 1991 2014 n/a 

 
Reference: EU Platform on Reference Budgets (2014). Country fact sheet on reference budgets in 

Germany, April, 2014, Antwerp: EPRB.  
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